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m Safe-sex warn’ings ignored H Morning-after pill sales spike
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HEALTH officials  have
warned of an STD epidemic
among schoolies as sales of
the morning-after pill spike
following the first weekend
of celebrations.

While high-rise balcony
high jinks, alcohol-fuelled vi-
olence and drug abuse are
regular concerns, the rising
threat of STDs has emerged
as yet another risk.

Schoolies week used to
be one of the busiest weeks
of the year for Gold Coast
chemists selling condoms -
but no longer.

Instead, this year Surfers
Paradise pharmacies have
reported an increase in the
sale of the morning-after
pills.

Two 17-year-old school-
ies, who did not want to be
identified, yesterday said
condoms were part of their
luggage.

“We've got some in our
bag upstairs,” said one. ‘I
should probably keep one in
my wallet, but you don't
want to jinx yourself. It's not
at the top of my mind be-
cause you've got to pick up
first.”

The national rate of
chlamydia has more than tri-
pled in the past decade with
nearly 80,000 infections re-
ported in 2011, up from
17,000 in 2001.

Monash IVF senior fer-
tility specialist Dr Kee Ong
said reckless sexual behav-
iour exposed youths to the
very real threat of STDs,
such as chlamydia, which
can seriously affect fertility.

“I know the last thing
these schoolies are thinking
about is STDs and their fu-
ture fertility but this is a very
real and serious health is-
sue,” he said.

Dr Ong said an entire gen-
eration had forgot the safe
sex mantra of the 1990s.

“The fear of HIV and AIDS
really got people thinking,”
he said. “The safe sex mess-
age is increasingly falling on
deaf ears and we need to act
now to avoid a potential fer-
tility crisis.”
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M Risky balcony-hoppin

WAKE UP CALL:

wo schoolies
‘embrace at dawn
yesterday.




